In The Claims 



Please cancel claims 4, 6, 9-11, 13-14, 17-18 and 25. Please amend claims 5, 7- 
8, 12, 15-16, 20-22 and 26 as follows. Please enter new claims 27-34. The below 
listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 

1. (original) A method of navigation of the programming of an audio program 
provider in which the provider presents to listeners a standardized method for 
searching, selecting and playing programming, wherein: 

the provider offers a top channel accessible simultaneously by a plurality of 
listeners, wherein each listener receives substantially a same playlist; 

a listener reacts to program items that are played on the top channel, a cumulative 
history of a listener's reactions comprising a user preference; 

the provider offers an ability to create a first side channel wherein an alternate 
personal playlist is already prepared when the listener reacts in a first manner to a 
program item of the top channel; 

the first side channel including programming that reflects a combination of a style 
of the provider of the selected top channel, and the user preference, wherein the 
listener creates a personal playlist of programming in near real time during the course 
of listening and reacting to a channel of the program provider. 

2. (original) The method of navigation of claim 1 wherein the listener may 
immediately select either one of the top channel and the first side channel. 

3. (original) The method of navigation of claim 1 wherein the listener's reaction 
includes a negative response to a program item of the top channel. 

4. (canceled). 

5. (currently amended) The method of navigation of claim 1 wherein the program 
provider is an affiliate of a network of program providers, a network operator provides 
guidance in methods for the program providers to assemble personal playlists, and a 
listener has access to distinct playlists on side channels of respective distinct program 
providers wherein the style of a side channel is determined bv the style of the top 
channel of the distinct program provider . 
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6. (canceled). 



7. (currently amended) The method of navigation of claim 1 wherein the first side 
channel includes a preassembled playlist that comprises in mojority the program items 
of th e top channel distinct from the plavlist of the top channel in the format of the top 
channel . 

8. (currently amended) The method of navigation of claim i 7 wherein the listener 
reacts in the first manner to the preassembled program it e ms of the persona l playlist of 
the first side channel, and a further personalized play l ist second side channel is already 
prepared when the listener se reacts to program items of the first side channel, thereby 
furth e r refining the preassembled plavlist of the first side channel to better match the 
user's preferences. 

9. (canceled). 

10. (canceled). 

11. (canceled). 

12. (currently amended) A method of navigation of the programming of an audio 
program provider affiliated with a network of other providers wherein: 

a standardized control device is used to search, select and play programming of 
the providers, the providers being the operators of stations; 

the control device includes a display screen to assist a listener in navigating 
programming; 

the display screen includes distinct portions dedicated for displays of specific types 
of information about the programming, the respective portions of the display screen 
being used in a common manner among a majority of affiliated providers of the 
network; 

a network operator guides the aff il iated providers with respect to the typ e of 
informat i on that i s to be disp l ay e d i n respective portions of the display screen ; 

a first portion of the display screen describes a category of the program material 
provider, and x a second further portion of the display screen describes a channe l of 
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programming offered by the station, a third portion of the display screen describes an 
item being plaved on the top channel, each of the three portions of the display screen 
comprising a non-changing location: 

the control device includes at least three distinct input devices, each distinct input 
device graphically linked to a non-changing location on the display screen; a first i nput 
dev i c e wh e r e by the l isten e r can s ele ct b e tw e en at l east two channels of the a station 
i nc l ud i ng a top channe l , and a side channe l , the top chann el b e ing access i b le 
simultaneously by a plurality of li st e n e rs, where i n each l ist e n e r r e c e iv e s substantia ll y a 
sam e p l ay l ist, and the sid e channe l comprising an a l ternat e p l ay l ist distinct from that of 
the top channe l ,: 

the listener being able to immediately select either one of the top channel and the 
side channel. 

13. (canceled). 

14. (canceled). 

15. (currently amended). The navigation method of claim 12 wherein at l east one 
©f the first input device and the s e cond input device is a rotatable dial and the graphic 
link to a non-changing location on the display screen comprises a pointer printed on the 
control device housing. 

16. (currently amended). The navigation method of claim 15 44 wherein a 
second third input device comprises a rotatable dial positioned coaxially around the 
rotatable dial of the first second-input device, and the th i rd input dev i ce operates to 
s el ect a category of programming the graphic link to a non-changing location on the 
display screen comprises a pointer printed on the control device housing: 

and the dial color of each of the first and second input devices matches its 
respective printed pointer. 

17. (canceled). 

18. (canceled). 
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19. (original). The navigation method of claim 12 wherein the side channel 
includes a personalized playlist that is unique to the user. 

20. (currently amended) A method of navigation of the programming of a distinct 
station of an audio program provider affiliated with a network of other stations of 
providers wherein: 

the audio program providers offer information that is of interest to users, including 
a top channel of each provider comprising a default playlist of information comprising 
distinct playlist items that are played sequentially on an audio device; 

a standardized control device is used to search, select and play programming of 
the providers, the control device including a display screen to assist a user in navigating 
programming; 

the control device operates in a substantially common manner when used to play 
programming of stations affiliated with the network; 

a pointer printed on the control device housing indicates the playlist item that is 
currently being plaved: 

at l e ast one search contro l s el ector of the control d e v i c e is used to control mu l t i ple 
le ve l s of i nformation, high e r le vels being of a re l at i ve l y broad descr i ptiv e nature, and 
l ower l eve l s defining a sty l e of a particu l ar play l ist of i nformation; 

the control device incorporates two modify control buttons, each button acting 
upon the currently playing plavlist item, the first button acting to delete the item and 
the second button acting to simultaneously skip the currently playing item and save it 
for use in an alternate plavlist; 

the modify control buttons being graphically associated with each other and with 
the plavlist item that is currently being plaved. 

the user operat e s modification feature of the contro l device to modify th e d e fault 
playlist of information, thereby cr e ating a persona l ized play l ist of information from th e 
defau l t p l aylist of i nformation, th e at le ast on e search control selector and th e 
modification feature b e ing distinct elements of th e contro l dev i ce; 

th e personalized play l ist of informat i on reflecting a user's history of modifying the 
default p l ay l ist; 

a search control selector enab l ing the user to immediately select cither the defau l t 
p l ayl i st of th e top channe l or the persona l ized p l aylist of information . 
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21. (currently amended) The method of navigation of claim 20 wherein the control 
device incorporates a station selector comprises a search contro l s e lector , and the 
station selector is used to search and select the stations of affiliated providers of 
information. 

22. (currently amended) The method of navigation of claim 21 wherein a furth e r 
search se l ector compris e s a channel selector which operates at a level below the station 
selector to search and select information within a selected station. 

23. (original) The method of navigation of claim 22 wherein a portion of the 
display screen is dedicated to display an identity of the station, and a further portion of 
the display screen is dedicated to identify a type of information that is being audibly 
played. 

24. (original) The method of navigation of claim 23 wherein an additional further 
portion of the display screen is dedicated to specifically identify the information that is 
being audibly played. 

25. (canceled). 

26 . (currently amended). A method of navigation of the programming of a 
distinct station of an audio program provider affiliated with a network of other stations 
of providers wherein: 

at least some of the stations are owned and operated independently from each 

other; 

the station offers a top channel accessible simultaneously by a plurality of 
listeners, wherein each listener receives substantially a same playlist; 

a listener reacts to a program items that are js played on the top channel by 
means of modify control buttons incorporated in a control device, the modify control 
buttons being distinct from channel, station and category selection dials; 

a first button acts to delete the item, a second button acts to simultaneously skip 
the item and save it on a personalized olavlist; 
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a cumulative history of a listener's reactions comprising a user preference; 

the station offers an ability to create a first side channel wherein an alternate 
personal playlist is already prepared when the listener reacts to a program item of the 
top channel, the listener is automatically switched from the top channel to the side 
channel when the listener reacts to the program item of the top channel, both the top 
channel and the side channel being immediately accessible to the listener after the side 
channel is created; 

the first side channel including programming that reflects a combination of a 
style of the station that offers the selected top channel, and the user preference, 
wherein the listener creates a personal playlist of programming in near real time during 
the course of listening and reacting to a channel of the station; 

a network operator provides guidance in methods for the stations to enable 
listeners to assemble personal playlists, and a listener has access to distinct personal 
playlists on sidechannels of respective distinct stations. 

27. (new) The method of claim 12 wherein the standardized control device 
incorporates a button that causes information on the screen to be spoken to the 
listener. 

28. (new) The method of claim 20 wherein the standardized control device 
incorporates a button that causes information on the screen to be spoken to the 
listener. 

29. (new) A method of navigation of the programming of an audio program 
provider wherein a standardized control device is used to search, select and play items 
of a playlist; 
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the control device includes a display screen to assist a listener in navigating 
programming wherein information appearing on a non-changing location of the display 
screen responds to actions upon a specific input device; 

and a pointer printed on the control device housing indicates the non-changing 
location of the display screen controlled by the specific input device. 

30. (new) The navigation method of claim 30 wherein the specific input device 
comprises a rotatable dial and the dial is color coded to match the printed pointer. 

31. (new) The navigation method of claim 31 wherein the standardized control 
device incorporates a second input device wherein a second non-changing portion of 
the display screen responds to actions upon the second input device and a second 
pointer printed on the control device housing indicates a second non-changing portion 
of the display screen controlled by the second input device. 

32. (new) The navigation method of claim 32 wherein the second input device 
comprises a second rotatable dial and the second rotatable dial is color coded to match 
the second printed pointer. 

33. (new) The navigation method of claim 33 wherein the second input device is 
coaxial around the first input device. 

34. (new) The method of claim 29 wherein the standardized control device 
incorporates a button that causes information on the screen to be spoken to the 
listener. 
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